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judges and, as I have indicated, the 
20th confirmation, that of Judge Prado 
is stalled only because Republicans 
have refused to proceed to his consider-
ation. 

President Bush is poised to appoint 
at least one-quarter of Federal appel-
late courts in just one term, due to the 
large number of circuit court vacancies 
he inherited from President Clinton 
which were the result of widespread 
Republican obstruction. 

The solution to the current logjam 
over circuit court judges is not to move 
them through more quickly with less 
scrutiny. The solution is for this Presi-
dent to consult with Senators from 
both parties in finding mainstream, 
consensus nominees, rather than this 
parade of activists and extremists that 
we have witnessed over these past few 
months. This President wants a clean 
slate on judicial nominees, but he re-
fuses to do any of the work necessary 
to clean that slate. Instead of being a 
uniter in his judicial choices, he has di-
vided this Senate and the American 
people by deferring to the far right 
wing of his party in the only lifetimes 
appointments in our entire govern-
ment. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee has 
been ridiculed, and I am sad to say, 
rightly so, for becoming a 
rubberstamp, an assembly line for 
these important nominations to the 
second highest courts in our Federal 
Government. The solution is genuine 
consultation and accommodation rath-
er than this race to pack the courts 
and tip the balance with nominees who 
have shown a lack of respect for indi-
vidual rights.

I am pleased to say, however, that 
not all of his nominees have been ex-
tremists. Particularly for the district 
court nominees when there has been bi-
partisan consultation, some of the judi-
cial nominees have been conservative 
but within the mainstream. 

Since the Republican majority will 
not allow the Senate to consider Judge 
Prado, let me turn briefly to the nomi-
nees before the Senate. Mr. Drell has 
been a lawyer’s lawyer, rather than a 
political or judicial activist as so many 
of President Bush’s circuit nominees 
are. Dr. Drell has been a member and a 
leader of numerous State and Local bar 
associations. He served on the State 
Committee or Post-Conviction Rep-
resentation for 5 years and assisted the 
State bar with attorney disciplinary 
matters. Dr. Drell has been active in 
the Family Mediation Council of Lou-
isiana, where he served as a board 
member from 1986 to 1992. 

He also served as board member of 
the Rapides Parish Indigent Defender 
Board from 1987 to 1994. He served on 
the Louisiana Task Force on Racial 
and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts. 

Mr. Drell has also devoted a consider-
able amount of time to helping individ-
uals suffering with AIDS on a pro bono 
basis. He is directly involved as volun-
teer counsel for Central Louisiana 
AIDS Support Services and AIDSLaw 

of Louisiana, Inc. These two organiza-
tions provide services to persons with 
AIDS and AIDS-related complex. He 
has also devoted time to the Delta Re-
gion AIDS Education and Training 
Center. In 1997, he received the Pro 
Bono Publico Award in 1997 from 
AIDSLaw of Louisiana. 

Mr. Drell ha a record of accomplish-
ment and compassion as a lawyer of 
which we can all be proud. He has the 
full support of both of his home-State 
Senators. His record has generated no 
controversy or criticism. If only, our 
circuit court nominees had records 
such as his. This nomination is a good 
example of the kind of candidate who 
engenders bipartisan support. 

I congratulate Mr. Drell, his family 
and the Senators from Louisiana on his 
nomination and confirmation. 

The other nominee confirmed today 
is Richard Bennett of Maryland. There 
is no doubt that Mr. Bennett is a con-
servative and a Republican, yet he has 
the support of his home-State Senators 
and the support of Senate Democrats. 

In 1991, Mr. Bennett was chosen by 
President George H.W. Bush to be the 
United States Attorney for the District 
of Maryland and the Senate confirmed 
him without dissent. He has also run 
for State office as a Republican. He has 
litigated more than 100 cases, civil and 
criminal, most of which were in the 
Federal court to which he is nomi-
nated. 

He has received an AV rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell, been selected to 
The Best Lawyers in America, and also 
received a meritorious service medal 
for his work in the military as a staff 
judge advocate. 

Mr. Bennett served as special counsel 
to the Government Reform and Over-
sight Committee in 1997 and 1998 with 
Republican U.S. Representative Dan 
Burton, who was investigating cam-
paign contributions during the 1996 
election. He heads the Miles & 
Stockbrige Foundation, a charitable 
foundation. 

I congratulate Mr. Bennett and his 
family on his confirmation.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

U CONN HUSKIES NCAA WOMEN’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, with a 
sense of parochial pride—although I 
note the Presiding Officer is from my 
region of the country, and I presume 
she may enjoy a sense of regional pride 
as well—I rise to address the victory 
last evening of the University of Con-
necticut women’s basketball team in 
the national championship game. I 
don’t want to take a long time today, 

but I send my congratulations to the 
team, the fans, and Coach Geno 
Auriemma, who is a wonderful friend of 
mine, his family, his remarkable 
coaching staff, and the tremendous 
team, led by Diana Taurasi, who is a 
junior, along with other underclass-
men, who did what no one predicted 
they would be able to do following last 
year’s national championship victory, 
and that is to follow on with a record 
of only one loss this season and to beat 
a great Tennessee team. 

I note the Senator from Tennessee is 
in the Chamber, but I want my col-
leagues to know there are a couple of 
lobsters that are today enjoying life 
somewhere along the bottom of Long 
Island Sound because they did not end 
up on the dinner plate of the majority 
leader. Last evening at a gathering of 
friends, I wagered two New England 
lobsters versus some barbecue from 
Tennessee. So two lobsters on Long Is-
land Sound are enjoying their freedom 
tonight; they are obviously pleased as 
well that the University of Connecticut 
team did as well as it did. 

Congratulations to our State and 
their fans and the wonderful team. A 
resolution will be adopted later this 
evening commending this fine team 
and the staff of the University of Con-
necticut.

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
Mr. DODD. Madam President, we lost 

a young man from Connecticut in the 
Iraq conflict a few days ago. I want to 
take a few minutes to pay tribute to 
Marine SSGT Phillip Jordan of Enfield, 
CT, who was killed in action while on 
a combat mission in Iraq. 

All Americans have been closely fol-
lowing our troops in Iraq since the war 
began 2 weeks ago. Every day we hear 
lots of facts and figures about the war, 
the number of sorties in the air, the 
number of tanks in the field, and the 
locations of various divisions through-
out Iraq. We must never forget that be-
hind those statistics are people. These 
people are our constituents, young men 
and women in uniform from all across 
this great land of ours, some who are 
not even citizens of this country but 
who have green cards and want to dem-
onstrate their commitment to America 
by serving in the Armed Forces and 
commit themselves to do a job in the 
Persian Gulf because they have been 
asked to by the President. 

We must never forget that each and 
every one of the more than 225,000 
brave service men and women fighting 
in Iraq have family and friends at home 
to fight for our country overseas. Each 
of these heroes is making a tremendous 
contribution, a personal sacrifice, so 
all of us can be more secure in the 
United States. 

Inevitably, in a conflict such as this, 
there are those who will make the ulti-
mate sacrifice, some who will never re-
turn to their family and friends and 
communities. I would like to share the 
story of one of those fine Americans for 
a few moments this evening. 
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